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Abstract: The construction ideology of the traditional vernacular architecture is analyzed from 

the aspects of the humanistic environment, the local architectural elements, the local 

architectural technology and the space atmosphere by taking the residence in Wenzhou as an 

example. The form and construction technology of traditional vernacular architecture is a very 

precious cultural heritage, which has a certain significance to the design and construction of 

contemporary architecture.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

One tends to suppose that vernacular architecture is a kind of traditional architecture, distinct 

from modern architecture. In this dualist view, the traditional is taken to be inept or 

technologically crude [1]. With the rapid development of the times, the impact of modern 

civilization technology and the trend of globalization, regional differences in narrowing, 

"change" of the cycle is shortened, "cultural convergence" phenomenon continues to develop. 

The construction of the village renovation planning now, protection of the vernacular 

architecture but did not get enough attention, due to various reasons, many have very high 

historical and cultural value of the vernacular architecture was destroyed, in the transformation 

of old villages in the planning and construction of the demolition, brought many irreparable 

loss.  

 

2. SYMBIOSIS OF ARCHITECTURE AND NATURE 

 

Chinese traditional architecture, one of the three main architectural systems in the world, is a 

valuable cultural heritage, which is a valuable cultural heritage. Vernacular architecture is an 

important part of China architectural heritage, because of its distinctive regional and national 

characteristics and rich and colorful shape style, has become an important element and reflect 

the ecological environment of diversity. Ecological region refers to the specific relationship 

between the natural ecology, cultural tradition, economic form and social structure of 

architecture and settlement in a certain period. Chinese vernacular architecture in the following 
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aspects of the ecological: First, the building into the natural environment. The layout of the 

building and the skyline is suitable for the regional natural environment, and make full use of 

the natural conditions of topography and geology, hydrology, climate, combined with the 

integration function, achieve the material saving and energy saving. Second, respect for the 

environment and has formed the overall layout or texture. The building is in harmony with the 

environment, but also in shape, size, space layout, architectural form and material color and 

other aspects of regional architectural style is consistent. Finally, reflect and history into the 

local cultural environment. Different regions have different history, religion and ethnic 

customs, the different culture conditions, a profound impact on the traditional architecture, 

regional architecture has become a source of inspiration. 

 

3. REVIEW OF VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN WENZHOU 

 

The research of vernacular architecture is generally from the research of settlement. Because 

the vast majority of people living in a particular feudal patriarchal community, the settlement is 

the basic form of vernacular architecture. Settlement is the smallest unit that has all the 

properties of vernacular architecture, so it should be used as the object of the study of 

vernacular architecture. Drawing upon the limitations, this study examines a specific type of 

vernacular architecture, which is shown to be consistent with contemporary design thinking 

and practice. The findings are based on a primary fieldwork [2]. It is made of standard elements, 

combinable with each other, which permits great diversity in the grouping of houses [3]. 

Although the study of residential buildings began early. The field of architecture began to 

care about the subject thirty years ago. The first regional residential building monographs 

"Zhejiang folk houses" in the first draft and there is no part of the village but only to increase 

the "villages and towns layout" a chapter. After the Chinese Construction Industry Press 

published in the area of multi volume set of residential buildings. Although there are "villages 

and towns" part, but in general, most of the focus on the construction of a single body, less 

research on the entire settlement. The thesis from the construction perspective, the social and 

cultural factors influence on architecture have mentioned but unfortunately failed to further 

study [4]. 

 

4. REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE 

 

The Ecological District of the residential area in Wenzhou is not only reflected in the building 

itself. The organic combination of architecture and environment appears to be more important. 

The building should respect and make full use of the natural environment with a positive 

attitude. On the basis of the construction of residential areas (Fig. 1) is the local residents with 

special geographical environment as clever. This approach not only increase the arable land, 

but also can prevent soil erosion, but also provides a warm in winter and cool in summer living 

environment. It fully reflects the ancestors in human dwellings are enshrined in the 
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construction of the harmony between man and nature and harmonious concept of 

environmental symbiosis. Vernacular architecture of the canopies in Wenzhou are generally 

more profound because of rain. Deep eaves distance can better withstand the attack of wind and 

rain. And also, the deep eaves is possible because of the roof load. The front of general 

building’s eaves are close to a half column height [5]. Waist eaves set in the floor of the corridor 

outside layer by setting sun. In addition, Taishun County, the roof of the building is very 

distinctive, is a sloping eaves in the mountains, as rain in the eaves and roof with very similar to 

the Xieshan roof. But unlike the Xieshan is generally straight into the front eaves parts, not 

between the two oblique ridge to connect, which is a major feature of Taishun even to the 

extent that Wenzhou in the roof of the building. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1 Fisherman's house at PingyangNanji Wenzhou, 1985 

Source: shot by Yunji Xiao 

 

5. THE GLORY OF VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN WENZHOU 

 

Through the summary and induction of the type of ecological buffer space of Wenzhou 

vernacular architecture, it can be seen that the spatial patterns and patterns are a kind of coping 

strategies based on the regional environment. Its response characteristics are mainly expressed 
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in the following aspects [6]. 

 

5.1 Vernacular village layout 

 

From the macro level of settlement, the local villages in Wenzhou in line with the site and 

layout of China's thousands of years of practice experience summed up the "mountain ring 

water hold up vitality" cultural identity. The streets with terrain irregular network coverage in 

the whole village. Out of the vast majority of rural construction of the door is the lane [6]. 

Street width ratio is very narrow. The high walls with the twists and turns of the Village Lane, 

dredge the flow path, is conducive to the formation of the wind tunnel. Roadway is one of the 

coolest places in the hot summer, and the location and layout of the settlement are favorable for 

the formation of good local micro climate environment. 

Dwellings pay attention to rational with axis symmetrical pattern and its planar generally 

square because of Confucian doctrine and ritual constraints. The residential areas in Wenzhou 

is relatively the pursuit of practical. The architectural creation methods and adapt to terrain 

principles and forms a kind of open pattern shape. From the location of village and local 

architecture and layout, the Wenzhou area of mountainous water, the terrain is more 

fragmentary, so people's houses mostly with the mountain, and the mountain terrain and the 

house did not comply with the strict consistency, the south building towards, even large homes 

because of the terrain and the reasons of Feng Shui not all strictly south, some even toward the 

east or west direction. The ancestral hall is generally to the south, even without the south, the 

offset angle is very small. Along the mountain terrain, buildings or scattered or clustered or 

scattered, or group is like the mountains and has been integrated in the external environment, 

decorate the building at the same time, the building has become a decoration of the mountain 

valleys. This with the Jiangnan Water Village building along the river layout, and water 

features suitable to the different, but there are different approaches but equally satisfactory 

results and wonderful. 

 

5.2 Vernacular architectural space 

 

Vernacular architecture in Wenzhou is an organic life. The analysis of the ecological buffer 

space of Vernacular architecture in Wenzhou is based on the law of its construction. It has the 

means to provide the strategy and the method to support the construction of new vernacular 

architecture. In the native environment of Wenzhou vernacular architecture, on the basis of the 

relatively rigorous style, which reflects a wide open and transparent temperament, and formed 

a unique characteristics. We all know the form of "Hall" in public buildings [7]. Most of the 

houses are open and open in all sides. This should also be the general building will be more in 

the mountains to do the reasons for the canopy. This way can not prevent the opening of the 

window, it is warm and easy to close. In addition to using firewall in architecture, most of the 

buildings are wooden walls, the framework shown throughout the building. The surface texture 
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of the various components also showed a plain wood itself. 

 

5.3 Interior space of Vernacular architecture 

 

Ecological buffer space of vernacular architecture can be used to guide the design of new 

vernacular architecture through the mode language transfer. At the same time, it can be applied 

to the construction of the ecological space through the extraction and translation. The villagers 

still have plenty of ways to open building. The courtyard in the building is very large, 

especially in the residential areas. Patio can not only get a large living space, but also can make 

the field of vision open. So, on the one hand, it makes the clouds and the scenery into the 

courtyard, on the other hand, the Mountain View greeted the eye. At the same time, it is a kind 

of communication and dialogue between people and nature. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

 

The settlement of the building system is an organic whole. The focus of this study is on the 

whole of the traditional settlements, the relationship between the various buildings and the 

whole and the relationship between them. In the next time, the study of the settlement must be 

combined with the cultural environment of the living environment, social organization, 

economic system, religious belief and so on. Only in this way can we establish a kind of 

settlement study in the field of architecture. 
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